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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
The retirement of Bishop Garth brings on a new 
season in our diocese. The topical question on eve-
ryone’s mind and in conversation is, who will be his 
successor? In July, we have an elective assembly and 
the outcome determines the way forward. Archbishop 
Thabo in his speech at the retirement service said, he 
hoped that “God would send the diocese a trusted friend 
and fellow spiritual pilgrim” as He did Bishop Garth 15 
years ago. 

At the diocesan office, Bishop Garth always had an ap-
proachable nature and warm disposition. In his quiet 
manner, he led with his heart and being a family man, 
was always supportive and prayerful when we reached 
out to him. He allowed me to do my work without inter-
ference, trusting that I am able and affirming from time 
to time. He respected my view and suggestions. As staff 
we had fun times during fellowship; sad times; chal-
lenging times but many happy times. You are missed 
Bishop Garth but we know your season as the bishop of 
Table Bay has come to an end and we look forward to 
what lies ahead. Love and Light, Rebecca
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Psalm  37:4-5 “Do what the Lord wants, and He will give you your heart’s desire. Let the Lord lead you and trust Him to help.”
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Editor: Rebecca Malambo
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EVENTS AND NOTICES
    FUNDRAISING:

ISRAEL SEPTEMBER TOUR 2020: please note there will be a tour 

meeting on Sunday 14th July 2019 at St Saviour’s Claremont from 

15h00 - 16h30. For more information contact Alec Pelston on  

082 377 2856 or aneekaj@gmail.com.

Archbishop’s 
Education 

Endowment Fund for 
Theological 
Education

Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the fu-
ture of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 
donation.

 
A sum of 

R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

DOC Good Hope June 2019.indd   2 2019/05/17   11:19:44 AM



THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN                Page 3

1 John 2:6“If we say we are His, we must follow the example of Christ.”

Dear Sisters and 

Brothers

After the licensing in the 

Bishop’s Court Chapel on 

Tuesday 23 April, Arch-

bishop Thabo Makgoba gave a simple, clear, 

yet somewhat daunting mandate to the Vicar 

General. I paraphrase his words: “Fr Keith 

my brother, in the few months you are called 

upon to exercise this important ministry, do 

your level best to instil in our Diocesan fam-

ily a sense that the Holy Spirit is at work in 

our midst!” You are alerted to this archiepis-

copal mandate with some trepidation to say 

the least. One takes comfort though in the 

knowledge that within our Anglican Ethos 

of Christian expression, the Spirit is seen at 

work through the holistic ministry exercised 

by faithful and dedicated clergy and laity in 

our parishes.

All our churches received the notice of our 

forthcoming Provincial Synod (24-27 Sep-

tember) in Benoni. Prayers for the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit for this important triannual 

ACSA meeting began immediately with the 

first Provincial Synod Service Committee 

meeting last year and its subsequent pre-

paratory meetings. The notification of Synod 

usually galvanises us as a Provincial Anglican 

family to pray in our respective Dioceses for 

the anointing of the Spirit on this important 

gathering. Closer to the time we will be re-

minded to intentionally intensify our prayer 

for the Synod.  

A forthcoming Elective Assembly – in our 

case 25 July and ensuing days - focuses the 

minds and hearts of a Diocese in a time of in-

tentional and intensified prayer like little else 

does as we seek the guidance of the Spirit to 

elect a new Episcopal Spiritual Leader follow-

ing Bishop Garth Counsell’s retirement.  By 

now you should all have received notification 

of the Elective Assembly which spells out 

how crucial choosing the right person is. Do 

read the Summons. We would do well to take 

very seriously these words: “To this end we 

counsel all within the Diocese to give them-

selves to prayer and fasting, as we shall not 

fail ourselves to do, so that being of one heart 

and of one mind, and drawing near to God 

with one voice, we may obtain from [God], 

for the filling of this office, the blessed gifts of 

[a suitable] Ruler(s) and Pastor(s) …”

Benedictine Nun Joan Chitister and Francis-

can Priest Richard Rhor presented a thought 

provoking seminar entitled: “The human 

Spirit and The Times We Live In.”  They take 

one deep within the human spirit to show us 

that the quest for the spiritual life leads us 

unavoidably into our deep connection to all 

life and all people. This inter connectedness 

means we cannot turn our backs on any suf-

fering, any oppression or any injustice. 

“To nurture the human spirit,” they say, “is 

to discover that we live in a sea of human 

connectedness … We are all swimming in 

the womb of God’s love,” who is pure Spirit, 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu often re-

minded us.  

A challenging question they raise is that we 

seem to give people just enough spirituality 

to hate each other instead of learning to love 

each other. At the time of writing, the tragic 

death six Roman Catholic worshippers, in-

cluding the priest, by extremists in Burkina 

Faso is another sad statistic added to a litany 

of such and other religiously motivated killing 

rage.

On a spirituality growth scale of one to nine, 

Richard Rohr says Jesus is a seven, eight and 

nine level spiritual person.  Jesus could there-

fore plead forgiveness for his murderers from 

the cross.  He bore no grudges against weak, 

fraught, frightened and fleeing disciples when 

he rose from the dead. Without levelling any 

accusations or castigations, John’s Gospel 

reports the risen Jesus appeared to the Dis-

ciples, “he breathed on them and said, ‘’’Re-

ceive the Holy Spirit”’ (John 20:21).  

In other words, let the same Spirit of God that 

was in me be in you. Jesus showed Thomas 

his wounds and said, see, touch, believe 

(John 20:26-29). In other words, if my Spirit 

is in you and you follow me truly in the pur-

suit of justice, love and dignity for all peo-

ple, it might well leave you wounded, scarred 

even dead. Clearly the challenge is not mere-

ly to be believers but followers, anointed with 

the same Spirit of the Jesus Christ of history 

and our faith.

Pray God this is what we will always strive for 

in our personal relationships one with anoth-

er, within our Diocese and especially within 

our parishes.

Grace and Peace

Ven Keith De Vos 

From the Vicar General’s Desk

Licensing of the Vicar General 

The licensing of the Ven Keith de Vos as the Vicar General took place on 

23rd April 2019 at Bishopscourt Chapel by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba. 

Some members of Chapter attended the service. 
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Deuteronomy 28:2 “And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the Lord your God.”
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The Rt Revd Garth Counsell laid down his pastoral staff at his farewell 

thanksgiving service on 11th May 2019 at St George’s Cathedral. The 

preacher of the Mass was the Revd Courtney Sampson who delivered 

a moving and insightful sermon describing Bishop Garth’s life and 

ministry from the time they met in 1977 at St Paul’s Grahamstown 

(Makanda). Bishop Garth retires in his 15th year of consecration as 

bishop and will be celebrating his 40th year of ministry later this year. 

Revd Courtney said, “Your life is a trajectory of the Anglican tradition 

- server, lay minister, deacon, priest, bishop. Your steady demeanour 

impressed me during our seminary days and you seemed to always 

have had a rhythm in the rythmless lives we often lead. Your rhythm 

was located in the sound spirituality of Anglicanism; your rhythm was 

in your family in which you live now and in which you grew up and 

were groomed in. You lived the challenges of the difficulty of episcopal 

leadership and the struggle for you to make decisions was because it 

would influence other people’s lives and aspirations. As we exit this 

stage - at the end of it all, it is or was never about you, it was always 

about the God who called you in and through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Go well, good and faithful servant of God and the people, go well ...”

The diocesan staff would like to thank the YPM ushers who enthusi-

astically agreed to assist in all the various functions they were respon-

sible for. These dedicated group of young people serve with pride and 

are always willing to give a helping hand. Thank you for being role 

models to the upcoming generation. 

Thank you to James Jacobs and Cedric Brown (photographers) and 

Peter Scott (videographer) for capturing the iconic moments of the 

day. - Rebecca Malambo

Bishop Garth retires from page 1
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Romans 12:1-2“I am spiritually transformed with energy, strength, and purpose every day.”

 

Please consider a special collection in your parish on  

Sea Sunday 14th July 2019, to help the Mission to Seafarers assist 

seafarers from around the world, who visit the Port of Cape Town. 
 

BANK DETAILS: Mission to Seafarers, Standard Bank, Acc No: 070838356 Branch, 

Thibault Square   

 

Diocesan Soccer 
tournament held on 

Worker’s Day 

The 20th edition of the Diocesan Soccer Tournament was a well organised 

one, with 16 churches participating. It was an entertaining day after the 

mist cleared and we had glorious sunshine. We initially struggled to get 16 

churches to register this time around, whereas previously we were over-

loaded with registration. (I think it was because of the busy Lent and Easter 

season, churches forgot about the soccer tournament.) Be it as it may, the 

day turned out to be a winner! Talking about winner, Church of the Holy 

Spirit Heideveld, walked away with the winners trophy once again. It was a 

hard fought battle between them and St Andrew’s Steenberg in the final of 

the gold (winners) section. In the end the experience of Church of the Holy 

Spirit carried them through. Well done to them for winning it for the fourth 

time! The score line was very close with the Church of the Holy Spirit win-

ning by 2 goals to 1. 

Winners:  St George’s Silvertown won the Plate Section by beating St Cypri-

an’s 3-1 in the final. 

We also had fewer teams in the junior section, but it was enjoyable, as I 

could see the excitement on the faces of those young children. St George’s 

Silvertown won the junior section by beating St Andrew’s Steenberg in the 

final by 3-0. Well done to the juniors of St George’s!

 

The following players won the individual awards.

Junior section:

Player of the Tournament: 

Landon Marinus of St George’s Silvertown

Goalkeeper of the Tournament: 

Giquwesa Ntoni of St Cyprian’s Langa

Top Goal scorer of the day with 6 Goals: 

Conner Hill of St Andrew’s Steenberg

Youth Section:

Player of the Tournament: Kyle Seegers of St Andrew’s Steenberg

Goalkeeper of the Tournament: Leigh Daniels of St Martins

Top Goal scorer: Bradley Sylvester with 7 goals

Well done to all the winners on the day. We are preparing for a much bigger 

tournament next year God willing as we turn 21. Notice will be given early 

so that churches can prepare themselves for this event. Our plan is to take a 

YOUTH Team overseas next year to participate in a youth tournament in or-

der to show case their talent against other teams abroad. Watch this space 

for more information. Thank you all of you who attended this year’s edition 

of the Diocesan Soccer Tournament. Last but not least the Committee and 

the Admin team who worked hard. My sincere thanks to all of you. All the 

Praise and Glory to God for making it possible for us to have this annual 

event. God bless you until we meet again. 

-the Revd Basil Davids  / Photographer: Demi Fester          
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Ephesians 1:4 “I am holy, pure in God’s sight, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

This month I have the bit-

tersweet privilege of giving 

God our profound thanks for 

the ministry of Bishop Garth 

Counsell as Bishop of Table 

Bay, and also of saying farewell to him and 

Marion on his retirement from that position. 

Bishop Garth’s retirement leaves me bereft 

because in my heart and the hearts of many 

others he is irreplaceable. He has served our 

Diocese with distinction as bishop for 15 

years, first as Bishop-Suffragan and region-

al bishop in the old Diocese of Cape Town. 

Then, after we “multiplied” into three dio-

ceses, he became Bishop of Table Bay, and 

in time was granted “the powers, rights and 

authority” of a diocesan bishop. It was in that 

capacity that he was serving when I joined 

him upon being installed as Archbishop in 

2008, and it is that capacity that he has 

done superbly well. 

Of course I knew Bishop Garth before I came 

to Cape Town. Our spiritual bond was formed 

when, by God’s grace, Archbishop (now Arch-

bishop Emeritus) Njongo Ndungane asked 

me to preach at Bishop Garth’s consecration 

when I was still in the Diocese of Graham-

stown. A little while after that, we went for 

bishops’ training in Johannesburg together, 

where we were prayer partners and did exer-

cises together, strengthening the bond. Then 

we shared time at the twice-yearly meet-

ings of the Synod of Bishops and the annual 

meetings of the Provincial Standing Commit-

tee, where I found his inputs to be engaging, 

profound and thoughtful. What also struck 

me was how supportive and loyal he was to 

Archbishop Njongo and how relaxed he was 

in the Archbishop’s company. 

He has a real gift of relating to others and 

forming and sustaining relationships, and I 

saw this again when we were among a group 

of African and American bishops who met in 

Spain ahead of the 2008 Lambeth Confer-

ence. Bishop Jo Seoka of Pretoria was also 

there and both his and my names had gone 

forward for the Elective Assembly to replace 

Archbishop Njongo. It could have been awk-

ward but Bishop Garth related to us both in a 

beautiful way, open to the prospect of either 

of us being elected and making us feel com-

fortable with one another. 

In Cape Town, our relationship strengthened 

as I came to terms with the complexity of 

serving both as Archbishop and Metropolitan 

of the Church throughout Southern Africa 

and as Bishop of Cape Town. Historically, the 

bishops-suffragan of the Diocese have been 

exactly that: they have helped the Bishop 

and Archbishop but not had the powers of 

a Diocesan. But as the regional and interna-

tional commitments of an Archbishop grew 

over the years, that became unsustainable, 

hence the change to the Canons giving the 

Bishop of Table Bay more power.

That change gave Bishop Garth the unenvi-

able task of pioneering a new arrangement: 

that the Bishop of Table Bay has the au-

thority of a Diocesan but in relation to me 

he is a Bishop-Suffragan! As he said at his 

farewell service in St George’s Cathedral, he 

found himself in a somewhat schizophrenic 

position. But thanks to his gift of relating to 

others, he had the skill and wisdom to navi-

gate the relationship with aplomb, running 

Chapter meetings, making sure the necessary 

decisions were taken but regularly checking 

in and consulting with me. He and I have dif-

ferent temperaments but we found a middle 

road, learning how to run the Diocese in a 

way in which we complemented one another. 

It has taken enormous generosity for him to 

do the work without worrying about the title, 

and that has been a rare gift. 

As Bishop Garth retires, I also want to pay 

tribute to Marion. There is a Sotho phrase 

which translated says “a mother of the child 

holds a knife on the sharp side” and just as 

Garth has supported me, so Marian has been 

a strong pillar, supporting him in turn when 

the emotional weight of office threatened to 

wear him down. Their children have also 

been a wonderful support. 

My only glaring failure with Bishop Garth was 

my inability to make him excited about so-

cial media! But he really is a great son of our 

Church. I think our journey together was gen-

uinely ordained by God, and I will miss him. 

As we go into an Elective Assembly later this 

year, I hope that God will again send to the 

Diocese someone who will be a trusted friend 

and a fellow spiritual pilgrim in the same 

way. As we prepare to elect a new Bishop 

of Table Bay, please hold the Vicar-General, 

the Ven Keith de Vos, and Diocesan Chapter 

in your prayers, and use regularly the words 

in the Anglican Prayer Book which we use at 

this time in the life of a Diocese: 

God our Father

the giver of every good gift

graciously regard the needs of your Church

and guide with your heavenly wisdom

the minds of those responsible for choosing

a bishop for this Diocese:

send us a faithful pastor to feed your flock

and to lead us in the way of holiness;

through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord.

In my capacity as Metropolitan of the Prov-

ince, I also want to urge all of you to keep 

in your prayers the Dioceses outside South 

Africa, in particular the Diocese of Namibia 

which is suffering a drought, the Dioceses of 

Lebombo and Niassa as they recover from 

Cyclone Idai, and more recently the Diocese 

of Nampula, which has been devastated by 

Cyclone Kenneth since I first issued an ap-

peal to all of you for contributions to help Mo-

zambique recover. 

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /

watch?v=2kHFl8Cwrcs

Back in Quelimane, we prepare to say good-

bye, but also to take the longings and prayers 

of God‘s people to God as I say Compline and 

the Examen, examining my conscience. 

When grafted into the situations such as 

those I have experienced in these days, I re-

alise there is much I can de-clutter and so 

live more simply.

God bless.

+ Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

Archbishop Thabo, Lungi and Bishop Garth at his farewell thanksgiving service. 
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Philippians 4:13“I am strong enough to do whatever God calls me to do.”

Chrism Mass 2019 at St Cyprian’s Langa 

Maundy Thursday was a beautiful morning and we as the parish of St Cyprian’s Langa were excited to host the Chrism Mass with the renewal of 

ordination vows, the blessing of the oil for the sick and the consecration of the Holy Chrism. The celebrant and presider was the Rt Revd Garth 

Counsell. We were also mindful it would be the last time Bishop Garth would be preaching to us. What a privilege it was for the Archdeaconry 

of Ibongulethu. It was wonderful to witness the blessing of the oils and the clergy renewing their ordination vows. We as the congregation were 

able to follow what was taking place. We thank the support and guidance from our priest Revd Antoni,  the Archdeacon, the Revd Canon Cheryl 

Bird, our executive members who made sure everything ran smoothly and the diocesan staff team in guiding us to make the day a memorable 

and historical 85th anniversary event in our church. - Nombuiyselo Nonkonyana / Photographer: Gift Matshazini
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 

Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.
   

Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this 

paper or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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2 Peter 3:18 “I am growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.”

St Dominic’s Hanover Park revives its brigade 

2019 was declared the “Year of the Youth” 

at St Dominic’s, Hanover Park. Our vision is 

that our youth involvement be engaging this 

year. We believe they are an integral part of 

ministry within the life of our parish. Our core 

focus is to branch out and enhance further 

development in areas that have become stag-

nated and dormant. The Brigade was identi-

fied as an area that needed reviving. 

St Dominic’s had a strong formidable bri-

gade, not only in our community, but also 

in the Diocese. The parish had the biggest 

battalion. A conversation developed between 

Colonel Ronald Jacobs senior officer of the 

Regiment Diocesan Lads and Girls Brigade, 

Justin Hendricks and I from our parish. The 

date fitting on the 5th May 2019 “Brigade 

Week” was arranged for the Regiment Bri-

gade to be present at our Eucharist Service. 

When I announced that the regiment brigade 

was coming to St Dominic’s - the congrega-

tion and especially our young people roared 

with applause. We want to revive our brigade  

and is highly commendable not only for our 

young people, but also for the leadership of 

the church. 

For a number of years we had to face the 

challenges of shooting, gangsterism and the 

social-ills in our community which halted 

our brigade ministry in the parish of fear and 

anxiety. During our conversations we said “no 

more” we take back what God has blessed 

and given us talents as young people in our 

church community. Former and ex-brigade 

members presence made a huge impact to 

our young people and for their commitment 

to revive the brigade. 

We are grateful and thank the Regiment Bri-

gades and the officers in charge being pre-

sent at our service, Church of the Resurrec-

tion Bonteheuwel, St Andrew’s Steenberg, 

St Cyprian’s Retreat and the Church of the 

Reconciliation Manenberg. We are now ready 

to plant back what God has given to us as 

parish and especially to our young people. 

Colonel Ronald Jacobs challenged us to be 

ready to parade for the 125th anniversary of 

the brigade scheduled for the Thanksgiving 

Service to be held later this year in Septem-

ber.    

Our aim is to start in the coming weeks. We 

want to advocate our young people to be-

come strong spiritual leaders. We are com-

mitted in helping the church embrace God’s 

call on the lives of young people. Our call is 

to grow our youth to maturity, discipline and 

to be committed individuals who are part of a 

wider community. 

The Brigade Prayer echoes these words, 

“Fight valiantly under the banner of Christ 

against sin, the world, and the devil, and con-

tinue his faithful soldiers and servants to the 

end of your lives”  

- the Revd Ronald Dias

- Photographer: Marius Meyer  
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