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                                                NOTICE        

Water Justice Conference  –  23 to 25
th

 March 2017 
 

 

Water!  Essential to sustaining all forms of life on Earth – a heavenly gift. 

Yet, driven most critically by climate change, water crises are on the rise and access to safe, clean water for drinking 

and for purposes of sanitation – as well as, of course, agriculture – is becoming increasingly problematic in many parts 

of the world, including our own. It is also becoming increasingly inequitable as the poor and marginalized have most 

difficulty in accessing safe, clean water and are most vulnerable in the face of drought, of floods and rising ocean levels. 

So water is not just a water issue – it is a justice issue, a human rights issue, indeed an issue for all creature kind. 

As people of God, we are called to act for justice and against injustice, just as we are called to care for God’s creation 

and all creature kind. 

We as the church, along with faith communities worldwide, can help. We have a responsibility to help. 

As such, we at St George’s Cathedral, on the initiative of the Most Revd Dr Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of Cape Town 

and the Very Revd Michael Weeder, Dean of Cape Town, have joined hands with our longstanding friends at Trinity 

Church Wall Street in New York, with St Paul’s Cathedral in London, and St Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne, to be part of 

a new project focussed on celebrating, protecting and ensuring equal access to the gift of water for all. 

As a first step, we will be contributing to a global conference on Water Justice in March to be webcast all over the world 

from New York. Our participation in this conference will take the form of a regional conference with the addition of key 

local content. This will be held right here in the Cathedral. Coinciding with World Water Day on 22 March, the 

conference will take place from the morning of Thursday 23 March to lunchtime on Saturday 25 March. 

 

The purpose of the conference is . . . 

• to develop a deeper appreciation for water as a sacred gift, nurturer, and sustainer of life, 

• to gain a better understanding of the relationship between water issues and climate change, and between 

water issues and other critical issues like our food choices;  and 

• to learn what we can do to address water issues of access, pollution, drought, flooding, and rising sea levels. 

The Water Justice Conference will be happening in the Cathedral from 23 to 25 March 2017. The conference 

programme will be made available on finalization in the very near future. 

 

All are  welcome to attend all or part of the conference 

 

Kindly diarize and plan to attend from 23 to 25 March 2017, in particular the session to be addressed by our own 

Archbishop Thabo at 3pm on Friday 24 March. This session will be webcast worldwide from the Cathedral. 

                                                 

We look forward to your presence and interactive participation 

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION / VOLUNTEER YOUR ASSISTANCE 

St. George’s Cathedral, 5 Wale Street, Cape Town, 8001 South Africa I Tel: +27 (0)21 424 7360 I (Cathedral office during office hours) 

Email: Desire` Martin at communications@sgcathedral.co.za  I www.stgeorgescathedral.com 

 
 


