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On 9th March 2018, learners from 
the two primary schools (boys and 
girls), high school (Zonnebloem 
Nest) and staff of the Children’s Art 
Centre gathered at the Manor House 
to celebrate the 160th anniver-
sary of Zonnebloem. The Revd Karl 
Groepe, representing the Anglican 
church opened in prayer and shared 
pearls of wisdom with the learners 
and teachers.

On 11th March 1858, a school 
opened its doors for the first time 
in the outhouses of the farm Protea, 
the home of the first Anglican bish-
op of Cape Town, Robert Gray. The 
school was a joint venture between 
Bishop Robert Gray and Sir George 
Grey (Governor of the Cape Colony) 
and was intended primarily but not 
exclusively to be a place where chil-

dren (prince and princesses) of the 
Chiefs mostly from the border region 
of the Eastern Cape Colony could 
come and be educated and Chris-
tianised. The school opened with 39 
pupils, 36 boys and 3 girls but by 
the end of 1859, the numbers had 
grown and the Bishop was forced 
to seek new and larger premises for 
his school. About this time the farm, 
Zonnebloem (place of the sunflow-
ers) situated on the slopes of Devil’s 
Peak just about the City of Cape 
Town came onto the market and the 
Bishop and Governor pooled their 
resources and purchased the farm 
as the new home for the school. The 
school moved there in 1860.

The name of the farm, adopted as its 
emblem the sunflower and created 
the Latin motto ‘Et Fili Lucis Ambu-

late (Walk as children of the light). A 
service of Thanksgiving took place at 
St Mark’s District Six on 10th March 
2018. John Ramsdale reflected on 
a few iconic pupils of Zonnebloem 
during the early years. Below is an 
extract of 3: Jeremiah Moshoeshoe, 
Bernard Mizeki and Harold Cressy. 
In the May edition we will be high-
lighting the story of Princess Emma. 

“The 160th anniversary seemed to 
me like a good opportunity to reflect 
on the lives of 4 young people who 
came to Zonnebloem to be educated 
and went from there to distinguish 
themselves in various ways and in so 
doing have hopefully made the world 
a better place.

- Photographer: Rebecca Malambo
Continues on page 4
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God is love and we can interpret this statement in 
many ways. John 3:16 speaks of His selfless love 

and plans for us. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 

should not perish, but have eternal life.”  

Eastertide is a time of new life and reminds us 
that in death we are born again.  During the 

Easter vigil, we renew our baptismal promises to 
remind us of the greatness and mercy of God. We 
rejoice as we receive the one true light, Jesus, the 
Christ. We are people of the Resurrection and we 

live in hope and share that light. 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Love and Light, Rebecca
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2 Corinthians 5:17 “In Christ, I am being transformed into a new person.”

Archbishop’s Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theologican Education

Please support the 
Archbishop’s Education Fund 

so that we can continue to train 
priests for the future of our 
church. Thank you for all 

donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider 

a donation. 

A sum of R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 02090900

Account Number: 070332428
Contact: Tony Toms 
tptoms@gmail.com
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EVENTS AND NOTICES
FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Alpha course: St John the Evangelist, Craw-
ford is presenting the ALPHA course for adults, 
Tuesdays in the church hall. The launch of AL-
PHA 2018 takes place on Tuesday 17th April 
at 19h00. All welcome. For more information 
contact Lavinia Alexander at 
stjohnscrawford@telkomsa.net

A culinary trip around the world: St Mark’s 
Athlone, cnr Church Street and Bamford Ave-
nue will be hosting the above on 21 April 2018 
at 16h00. Booklets are R100 (6 coupons per 
booklet) which is one coupon for the following 
countries - South Africa, India, USA, China, Ita-
ly and Hawaii. Tickets available from the parish 
secretary at 021 6971357. 

Trip to Carmel by the Sea April / May 2019: 
St Aidan’s Lansdowne invites you to join them 
on a trip to the above from Friday 26th April 
2019 - 1 May 2019. The bus departs and re-
turns from St Aidan’s Road on the dates speci-
fied. Total cost is R3500 per person / children 
and includes accommodation, fares, breakfast / 
supper, entrance fee and Sunday buffet lunch. 
Payment deposit of R500 on booking and 12 x 

R250 monthly installments commencing 17th 
April 2018. For more information contact Kevin 
Gallagher at k.gallagher@telkomsa.net

SERVICES RENDERED
Events co-ordinating and catering: A qualified 
chef in the business for 29 years who can cater 
for all functions: corporate, church events, birth-
days, weddings and funerals. If any church, or 
individual is interested, you may contact 
Andrew Blazey at anr.Blazey@gmail.com or call 
064 727 4527 for more information. 

Organist available:  Stephen Furches, MMus, 
organist, pianist and choral director. Available 
for weddings, funerals, choir rehearsals, and 
Sunday services. Flexible schedule and rates, 
including mid-week availability. Contact Ste-
phen at stephen.furches@gmail.com or call 
072 419 1099.
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Ephesians 1:4“In Christ, I am holy, pure in God’s sight, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.”

Dear people of God
Warm and sincere East-
er greetings to you all. 
May the blessings and 
joy of the risen Lord fill 

all our hearts and lives with his renewing 
grace and power as we join together in pro-
claiming, “Christ is risen, He is risen indeed, 
Alleluia!”

Easter and the life giving power of the res-
urrection is of course central to our faith. 
Without it there is no Christian faith, and as 
St. Paul declares; “… if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in vain and our 
faith is in vain. We are even found to be mis-
representing God …”.   1Cor.15: 14-15. 

The reality of the resurrection pulsates vi-
brantly through the pages of the New Testa-
ment as it bears witness to the effect that it 
had on the lives of those first followers who 
encountered the risen Christ, and similarly 
on the community of faith that emerged as 
a direct result of their witness and testimony. 
So as we celebrate this glorious Easter event 
may we confidently reaffirm that it is the real-
ity and power of the resurrection, no more 
and no less, which is the source of our joy 
and hope for renewal and transformation, 
both in our individual and corporate lives. 
Ours is the joyful and faith-building task of 
fearlessly proclaiming to the world that in-
deed “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ 
will come again”.

Easter now offers us the opportunity to be 

energised and animated by the truth of the 
resurrection, to trustingly renew our faith as 
followers of the risen Christ and to fearlessly 
re-commit ourselves to living out our baptis-
mal covenant. I hope we will eagerly grasp 
this opportunity to do so. And may we all be 
filled with new hope, new life, new joy and 
new confidence as we with Easter joy cel-
ebrate once more that “He is risen, We are 
risen, Alleluia!!” 

REQUIEM AND DEDICATION OF THE NEW 
COLUMBARIUM: a service was held at St 
Mark’s Athlone on Saturday 7th April 2018 
in honour of all those who were buried at 
the old Black River Cemetery. This important 
event concluded the long and sensitive pro-
ject of exhumations undertaken by the Dioc-
esan Trusts Board following many complaints 
about the derelict and overgrown state of the 
disused burial ground that had over the years 
become a problem and risk to neighbours, 
not to mention the real disregard of those 
who had been interred there. Following due 
consultations and all the necessary permis-
sions granted by the relevant authorities, the 
exhumations were undertaken under strict 
supervision by professional archaeologists. 

After each of the remains recovered was indi-
vidually cremated, it was placed in separate 
urns and then interred in the columbarium 
specially built for it at St Mark’s which will 
be sealed off after the dedication service. 
Despite the unfortunate “protests” and misin-
formation that was widely publicised around 
the project, it was completed with due rever-

ence and the site appropriately deconsecrat-
ed in December 2017. The future use of the 
cleared site is yet to be determined by the 
Diocesan Trusts Board. 

Our sincere hope is that the Requiem and 
Dedication Service will pay full and appropri-
ate honour and respect to the memory of all 
those who had been buried at the Black River 
Cemetery. 

May their souls continue to rest in peace in 
the presence of the risen Lord. 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS is extended to 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba on his recent in-
vestiture and installation as Prior of the South 
African Order of the Hospital of St. John of 
Jerusalem. 

Similarly to The Revd Notemba Ntuli who re-
cently graduated at The College of the Trans-
figuration as one of the very first group of BTh 
graduates from our college.

RETIREMENT: Having given the required 
formal notice of my intention to retire at the 
end of November this year, Archbishop Thabo 
has requested that I delay my retirement until 
Easter next year. In discussion with His Grace 
this has been agreed to and I will therefore 
leave office, God-willing, at the end of next 
April, 2019. 

Every blessing and much Easter joy
+Garth Counsell 

 Ordination to the transitional diaconate

From the Bishop’s Desk

The Rt Revd Garth Counsell 
ordained the 

Revds Notemba Ntuli and 
Daniel Papier on Sunday 11th 
February 2018 at Church of 
the Holy Spirit, Heideveld.

The Revd Notemba 
(stipendiary) has been placed 
at St Cyprian’s Retreat and 

the Revd Daniel Papier 
(non stipendiary) at 

Church of the Resurrection, 
Bonteheuwel. 

- Photographer: Carla May 
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Zonnebloem celebrates its 160th 
anniversary from page 1: 

Jeremiah Moshoeshoe was the son of King 
Moshoeshoe, founded of the Basotho na-
tion. Jeremiah arrived at Protea as part of the 
second intake of students in 1859. He was 
extremely bright and very intelligent and im-
pressed his teachers by his ability to absorb 
facts and figures, he also took to Christianity 
like a duck to water. Religion was large part 
of what took place at this school. It soon be-
came very clear to his tutors that he was in 
need of a great deal more stimulation than 
they were able to provide and so it was de-
cided to send him to St Augustine Mission-
ary College, Canterbury in 1861. Jeremiah 
settled in very well and enjoyed all the new 
challenges but he missed the warmth and 
sunshine of his native homeland. Soon the 
cold and the damp of the English winters 
became to take its toll. He contracted a se-
vere bout of pneumonia from which he never 
recovered. He died on 26th August 1863, 
aged 23 years. He is buried in the church 
yard of the little village of WelshHampton in 
Shropshire. He is commemorated in a beauti-
ful stain glass window in the parish church. 

Bernard Mizeki arrived in Cape Town from 
Mozambique in the early 1880’s as a very 
young boy (+-13). He was found by a big 
game hunter in his native village. He was il-
literate and worked as kitchen boy for a fam-
ily. In 1885, some friends introduced him to 
a night school run by the Cowley Fathers at 
the mission house in Chapel Street. This was 
Bernard’s introduction to Christianity. When 
he left the night school, he went on to study 
at Zonnebloem College, he now became a 
catechist. In 1891, Bishop Knight - Bruce 
visited Cape Town looking for some cate-
chists to accompany him to his new diocese 
of Mashonaland in Southern Rhodesia. Ber-
nard volunteered and sailed with him to Beira 
from where they travelled to Mashonaland. 
Searching for a place to use from missionary 
work could begin, they came to the village of 
Chief Mangwendi. The Chief invited Bernard 
to stay after the Bishop had moved on. He 
remained a solidarity Christian among hea-
then surroundings, witnessing to a new faith, 
having to learn a new language, a stranger to 
most of his neighbour’s customs and com-
pelled to face all the difficulties of a pioneer 
missionary. Armed only with the teaching 
absorbed at St Philip’s and Zonnebloem. In 
time he moved his mission station on to a 
plateau next to a grove of trees, sacred to the 
ancestral spirits of the Shona. He angered the 
local witch doctors when he carved crosses 
into some of the trees. Those sensitive to the 
beliefs of others, he continued forthrightly to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. After the 
next 5 years 1891-1896, the mission pro-
duced an abundance of converts. During the 
Matabele rebellion, missionaries were being 
ordered to safety, Bernard refused to go. The 
crises came on Sunday night after he had dis

missed his congregation. Two men appeared 
demanding to be admitted to the warmth of 
his fire, his wife was frightened and did not 
want to open the door but Bernard persuaded 
her to let them in. They attacked him and 
struck him with an iron bar then dragged him 
outside and stabbed him with a spear leaving 
him for dead. He survived for a short while 
but died on the 18th June 1896. Bernard 
is revered by the Anglican church of South-
ern Africa as its first Christian martyr and is 
commemorated in the calendar on 16th June 
each year. Strange sightings and miracles 
have been associated with Bernard’s life and 
death but this is largely the stuff of myth and 
fable, the true fact is that Bernard gave his 
life in complete and total submission to the 
will of God. 

Harold Cressy arrived at Zonnebloem in 
1897 from Melmouth in Natal, aged 8 years 
old. He graduated from Zonnebloem in 1905 
as a teacher, he was 16 years old. During 
his 8.5 years at Zonnebloem, he participated 
fully in all the College’s activities. His first ap-
pointment in 1906 was as principal teacher 
at the D.R.C. Mission School in Clanwilliam. 
It was in Clanwilliam that Harold Cressy 
came face to face with the inequities of the 
Cape’s segregated school system, something 
which was to confront him for the rest of his 
short life. While in Clanwilliam he decided 
to study for his matriculation certificate. This 
he did largely on his own using textbooks he 
had bought in Cape Town. He passed the 
matriculation certificate at the end of 1907. 
He now decided to embark on a 2 year BA 
degree course. In February 1909, now barely 
20 years old and armed with his application 
form, formerly accepted he set out for Rho-
des University, Grahamstown. On arriving he 
presented himself, when the officials saw the 
colour of his skin, his application was reject-
ed, crestfallen he returned to Cape Town. He 
now decided to apply to the South African 
College (later UCT). The South African Col-
lege took its time and it was only when pres-
sure was brought to bear by Dr Abdurahman 

and Mr J.W Jagger, that his application was 
accepted. His name only appears in class at-
tendance records from July 1909. Despite 
the setbacks, he passed his first year and at 
the end of 1910, he was awarded a BA de-
gree, becoming the first person of colour to 
do so. After graduating, he became very po-
litically active, especially within the ranks of 
the African Political Organisation, a coloured 
political organisation which was to play a 
major role in coloured political life for many 
years to come. Harold now went to teach at 
St Philip’s primary school District 6 in 1911. 
In 1912, he was appointed principal of the 
Trafalgar Second Class public school, situ-
ated in Chapel Street from which it took its 
name originally which was later changed to 
Trafalgar after a park which stood close by. 

Harold Cressy worked tirelessly at improving 
the school and growing the roll until the ac-
commodation woefully inadequate and a new 
building was put up which the school con-
tinues to occupy till this day. Cressy played a 
major role in the establishment in the Teach-
ers League of South Africa in 1912 and 1913 
and was elected its first President. The TLSA 
sort to improve the lot and protect the rights 
of coloured teachers and continued to play a 
major role well into the apartheid era. 

Unknown too many, Cressy suffered from 
chronic ill health and in March 1916, he 
contracted a bout of severed pneumonia. It 
was suggested that he recuperate in the drier 
Northern Cape climate and it was to Kimber-
ley that he went and it was there on 23rd 
August 1916 that he died in his sleep. He 
was 27 years old. 

And so as we come to celebrate 160 years, 
I would want to say to those who have the 
responsibility for carrying this institution for-
ward, if you are looking for someone to emu-
late, look no further than to those who have 
gone before. Congratulations and God Bless 
you.” - John Ramsdale 
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2 Corinthians 5:7 “In Christ, I live by faith, not by sight.”

Group of students, sons of African Chiefs, Zonnebloem College, 1863. 
Photograph from the National Archives
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Proverbs 3:6“Remember the Lord in all you do, and he will give you success.” 

Recent licencing in the diocese

The Revd Canon Mark Andrews was instituted as rector of St Cyprian’s 
Retreat by the Rt Revd Garth Counsell on 3rd March 2018. 

                 Photographer: James Jacobs 

The Revd Dr John Klaasen was licenced as the interim 
Dean of Studies by the Rt Revd Garth Counsell on 28th 
February 2018 during the staff mid-week Eucharist at 

Zonnebloem Chapel.   Photographer: Rebecca Malambo

Meet Colleen Hart, music-maker at 
Good Shepherd Protea

As with Kirstenbosch and their musical con-
certs, a close neighbour, Good Shepherd-
Protea church, is equally proficient in its mu-
sic – but with a more classical theme.   Like 
Kirstenbosch, it is the people who make it 
happen – and Good Shepherd, still the spir-
itual home of the displaced people of Protea 
Village, is blessed with active leaders who 
contribute to a musical programme of inspi-
ration and outreach.

The priest, Rev Jo Tyers, provides ongoing 
teachings for the congregation whose singing 
volume has always surpassed their numbers.   
Jo, herself, is not averse to dropping her Bi-
ble and playing the organ when the regular 
organists are not available. But it is the lead 
musician who has made a major contribu-
tion in recent times: Colleen Hart, organist, 
local secretary of the Royal School of Church 
Music, married to organ builder Charles and 
mother of  James and Simon who, like their 
father, sing in St George’s Cathedral choir.

Colleen is also the head of music at Wynberg 
Girls’ Junior School, one of many contribu-
tions she has made to music in South Africa.
Since starting as director of music at age 23 at 
St Thomas’ church in Linden, Johannesburg, 
she has inspired the development of many 

singers and musicians, trained organists to 
serve in other churches, lead workshops, ex-
plored different types of church music – from 
Gregorian chant to the latest contemporary 
music - and edited  “Marimba Music”, a col-
lection of more than 100 pieces set for Afri-
can marimbas. More recently, she has been 
collecting material with a vision to publish a 
new South African hymn book. “When my 
teacher, Charlotte van der Merwe, at the Na-
tional School of Arts suggested I try the organ, 
I hopped on and immediately felt at home,” 

says Colleen. And she was fortunate in hav-
ing some inspirational role models. Richard 
Cock, Bishops old boy, renowned musician 
and music broadcaster, was the organ lec-
turer at Wits when she enrolled for a B.Mus 
there. Richard was also the organist at St 
Mary’s Cathedral, so Colleen was exposed to 
the magnificent four-manual organ there, as 
well as later having lessons with the doyen 
of organ teachers, Stephanus Zondagh. At 
St Thomas’, Colleen met Charles Hart from 
the 115-year-old organ-building company, 
Cooper, Gill and Tomkins, who came to 
give a quote on the church’s organ. It was 
a match that has hugely benefitted the par-
ishes that Colleen has served. 

She remembers the moment when church 
music ‘clicked’ for her. “I was singing a 
Stanford Nunc Dimittis in Grahamstown Ca-
thedral and I recall being so moved by the 
beauty of the music in one particular sec-
tion that I could hardly sing. “Being a church 
musician is not synonymous with being an 
organist,” Colleen emphasizes.  “If you have 
the resources, church music can span the full 
range of music;  there must be something for 
everybody, otherwise you alienate people.”

- Alan Ramsay

Left to right: 
Colleen Hart and the Revd Jo Tyers
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Psalm 20:4 “May He grant you according to your heart’s desire and fulfill all your plans.”

The Most Reverend Dr Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of Cape 
Town was installed as Prior of the Order of St John by His 
Royal Highness, Prince Richard Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO 
GCStJ at a ceremony held at Christ Church, Constantia on 
Friday 16th March 2018. At the same ceremony, Archbishop 
Makgoba was invested as a Knight of Justice of the Order, 
committing himself to the care of the sick and injured in line 
with the mottoes of the Order ‘For the Faith’ and ‘in service 
of humanity’ – Pro Fide and Pro Utilitate Hominum. The cer-
emony had a distinctly South African flavour with volunteer St 
John Community Health Workers singing in praise of the new 
Prior. Volunteer members of the local St John Brigade, known 
countrywide for their provision of emergency care services, 
played a pivotal role in the ceremony, leading processions 
and forming a Guard of Honour for the new Prior and his 
esteemed guests. The Archbishop takes over the reins of the 
South African Priory from Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu 
who served as the head of the non-profit organisation from 
2012 to 2017. 
- Photographer: Julian Goldswain

      Usually in Lent I try to cut 
back on my schedule, but this 
year the busyness of the time 

leading up to Lent continued and I took on 
a number of tasks. While I maintained a dis-
cipline of prayer and reflection, particularly 
on water justice – praying for more rain in 
Cape Town and less flooding in the Diocese of 
Niassa in northern Mozambique – I also en-
gaged the Anglican Communion and society 
equally.

A highlight, just before Lent began, was be-
ing invited to address the General Synod of 
the Church of England, where I brought your 
greetings and shared something of our experi-
ences with water shortages. After that quick 
trip to London, I returned to Cape Town for 
Ash Wednesday, then went off to the Diocese 
of Matlosane in North-West, where I joined 
Bishop Stephen Diseko, Dean of the Prov-
ince, and a number of other bishops at the 
opening of a new Diocesan Centre – a prop-
erty renovated after being bought from the 
Dutch Reformed Church. From there I went 
to our regular February meeting of the Synod 
of Bishops, and then on to the consecration 
and installation of Bishop Moses Madywabe, 
the new Bishop of Khahlamba in the Eastern 
Cape.

Later in Lent I travelled to Grahamstown for 
the 25th anniversary celebrations of the Col-
lege of the Transfiguration, our only provincial 
residential training college, which was found-
ed after we had closed its three predecessors, 
St Paul’s, St Bede’s and St Peter’s. The cel-
ebrations were held at this year’s graduation 

ceremony, which marked another milestone 
– the first time we have awarded Bachelor’s 
degrees.

Being with students is always refreshing, and 
I told those at CoTT of my own theological 
bias towards the doctrine of the Incarnation, 
by which we hold that God in Jesus enters 
the everyday experience of human living to 
point us to God’s reign. Theological education 
is not about creating a band of elite clerics; it 
is meant to equip us with God’s wisdom, ena-
bling us to be loving pastors and shepherds 
of all, dedicated to peace and social justice, 
pursued without fear or favour, all the while 
seeking God and soaking ourselves in prayer.

Back in Cape Town I hosted a delegation of 
visiting German Protestant bishops and theo-
logians at Bishopscourt. I also presented a 
paper at the “Together for Justice” confer-
ence at the University of the Western Cape, 
which was organised with UWC to renew the 
long-standing partnership of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany and the South African 
Council of Churches.

At these events, I reasserted my call for a 
new struggle in South Africa, one aimed not 
at replicating how the privileged lived under 
apartheid but rather ushering in a new, more 
equal society in which equality of opportunity 
ensures that the wealth generated by eco-
nomic growth is shared equitably among all. I 
also warned against thinking that the change 
in the presidency in South Africa was the 
solution to our problems: the new struggle 
is about values and institutions rather than 

about personalities and will involve building 
strong systems and institutions which can-
not be undermined by one party or person’s 
whim.

At a ceremony in Christ Church, Constantia, 
I was invested as a Knight of Justice of the 
Order of St John and installed as Prior of the 
Order in South Africa by Prince Richard, the 
Duke of Gloucester. And by the time you read 
this I will have received an honorary doctor-
ate in Theology from Stellenbosch University. 
I am humbled by these honours and the call 
to service they embody, and receive them on 
your behalf.

I hope that you also will be able to share and 
give thanks to God for your faith journey dur-
ing Lent. I am grateful for your prayers and 
support, particularly when the road seems an 
uphill one. Please soak the church in prayer 
as we seek to do the right thing in response 
to the recent reports of sexual abuse in the 
church in the past. I plan to say more about 
this at Easter but my first response was to 
say sorry and seek forgiveness from those 
who have been victims. Please join me in 
finding ways of making up for the pain we 
have caused to others, in all spheres of our 
common life. For on Ash Wednesday we said, 
“Turn away from sin and believe the Good 
News.”

May God bless you richly this Eastertide.
 
God Bless
+Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba installed as 
Prior of the Order of St John 
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Proverbs 20:22“Wait (unexpectedly) for the Lord, and He will rescue you.”

Christ the King 
Claremont 
outreach to 

Marsh Memorial

The Diocesan Award 

The Diocese wishes to recognise 
the outstanding contribution of 
Anglican lay persons in the ser-
vice of the church, wider com-
munity, and the world. 

The criteria for nomination shall 
include:
* The capability and creativity of 
the nominee’s achievement
* The impact of the achievement 
on the community

* The achievement’s influence 
on the spiritual life of the people 
involved with or affected by the 
achievement. 

Nomination procedure: nomina-
tions shall be received electroni-
cally or by mail by 30th April in 
the year of the nomination.

The award shall be presented by 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba at a 

public function. The name of the 
award shall be: The Diocese of 
Cape Town Award. 

The award shall consist of: a me-
dallion and a citation. It shall be 
awarded in recognition of either: 
* the recipient’s contribution to a 
local parish
* the recipient’s contribution to a 
local parish
* the recipient’s contribution 

through civic duty or community 
service. 

Recipients will be encouraged to 
wear their medallions at church 
services and official functions of 
the Diocese of Cape Town. 

Application forms shall be avail-
able from the Diocesan Admin-
istrator, Charleen van Rooyen at 
vanrooyenc@ctdiocese.org.za

Diocesan Finance Road Show

The diocesan finance team together with 
the Revd Ashley Petersen and Mr Gert 
Bam will embark on a roadshow to as-
sist rectors, churchwardens and treasur-
ers with the diocesan financial template 
as well as discuss various mechanisms for 
greater accountability. 

The template is not only user friendly but 
affords an opportunity to implement a re-
alistic budget and accurate audit report-
ing. 

For the benefit of the newly appointed 
churchwardens, parish councils and 
treasurers we will briefly discuss the more 
frequently asked questions as we present 
the Constitution and Canons;  Acts of the 
Diocesan Synod and Insurance. 

Registration will start at 18h30 and the 
meeting will commence at 19h30. We 
have scheduled the following dates and 
venues for the Archdeaconries: 

Rondebosch and Constantia: 
19th April 2018
Venue - St Thomas, Rondebosch 

Athlone: 3rd May 2018  
Venue -  St Mark’s, Athlone 

Ibongolethu: 17th May 2018 
Venue - Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Heideveld 

Groote Schuur / The Waterfront and 
The Cathedral: 24th May 2018 
Venue - St George’s Cathedral 

- Charmaine Johnston: Finance Manager

St Andrew’s Steenberg launches environmental group
On 4th of February2018, St Andrew’s Steenber, a small group of keen volun-
teers started a recycling group. Over the last six months they have collected 
over 2 tonnes of paper and saved the equivalent of 48 trees!

The group is now embracing the broader environmental ministry and will be 
looking at cleanups, planting trees and vegetables as well as awareness raising. 
The youth are keen to start a hiking club as well. 

The Revd Dr Rachel Mash, provincial environmental coordinator was invited to 
the launch service. 

Given the severity of the water crisis, she talked about the sacredness of water 
and reminded us that we are all baptized into the family of God through water.
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this 
paper or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Ezekiel 36:26 “A new heart will I give you and a new spirit will I put within you.”

Cott graduation: homecoming after hard work                        
“Thus far the Lord has helped us” (1 Samuel 
7:12). The discernment and the formation 
journey I have undergone has not been easy 
for the past three years. With God’s help, I 
managed. When I registered at the College 
of the Transfiguration (Cott), I was fortunate 
to be enrolled for the Bachelor of Theology 
degree which was newly introduced for the 
duration of 4 years. I did the course for 3 
years with a 1 year accreditation from the Di-
ploma in Theology which I already obtained 
from TEEC.  I was amongst the group of 7 
students and we made history for the Angli-
can Church of Southern Africa (ACSA) as the 
pioneer group. The studies were challenging, 
with sleepless nights but through teamwork 
we won the race. We did Greek and Hebrew 
as major languages as a requirement for com-
pletion. 

My stay in Grahamstown has fulfilled my ex-
pectations of being exposed to diverse people 
who speak different languages and also have 
dissimilar behaviours and cultures. This mul-
ti- cultural and diverse spirituality community 
has taught us to embrace and respect each 
other’s way of living and worshiping. This 
was also reinforced by the frequent chapel 
morning and evening prayer routine and Eu-
charistic services where we usually gathered 
as a family sharing the same cup and wor-
shiping in all the languages. This routine also 

helped to intensify prayer discipline for min-
isters. Though there is diversity in this com-
munity, its teaching strength is the holding 
on and embracing of the Anglican identity.  
Now this is the time to plough back what I 
have acquired from the Seminary. I gradu-
ated on 13th March 2018 and completed an 
exit research paper on Marriage and Divorce. 
This was the requirement for my graduation. 
The paper aims at “Investigating the failure of 
marriages of young black Christian couples in 
selected places in Cape Town: A challenge to 
pastoral care”. The paper will be published 
for future reference purposes and be useful 
for the College library. The leadership skills 
which I have also acquired in the office of 

the Student Body as College Student Council 
Representative and Compassionate office will 
be of great use. During our third year of stud-
ies we were so fascinated by a one week mis-
sion exposure trip to Mozambique hosted by 
the Diocese of Lebombo.  The purpose was 
to see how the Church and community can 
work hand in hand in transforming the liveli-
hoods of society using the assets they already 
have in a more practical level of develop-
ment. The exposure was conducted through 
the facilitation and supportive participation 
of HOPE Africa which is the social develop-
ment arm for ACSA and reports to the synod 
of bishops. This exposure helps to shape and 
challenges students to think of their commu-
nities and take responsibility wherever neces-
sary. We visited various projects that brought 
clear indications of the church mission. This 
is the opportunity for the students to link the 
theory and practice especially for the course 
“Theology and Development”. 

I would like to send a word of gratitude to the 
Diocesan office, clergy and spouses and the 
dedicated parishes at large as they continue 
to uphold my family and I during my stay at 
Cott. I also hope that you will continue to up-
hold us in your prayers as I am joining in this 
new ministry; serving at St Cyprian’s, Retreat 
with the Revd Canon Mark Andrews.
- the Revd Notemba Ntuli 

Young Anglicans climb the 
mountain to pray for rain

Young people from the diocese climbed the beautiful mountain known 
as Lion’s Head. With breath-taking views over the city, it was time to 
reflect on the drought we are facing. The worst drought in 100 years 
has brought the City to its knees. The implications on health of having 
no sewerage is very scary. We are currently being challenged to use 
under 50 litres per person per day. The Revd Dr Rachel Mash led us 

in a mediation on Deuteronomy 11. The people of Israel were leaving 
Egypt a land with an advanced irrigation system fed by the huge Nile 
River. Now they are entering a land where they will be dependent on 
rain for irrigation. 

The Bible speaks strongly to us in Southern Africa as we are also so 
dependent on rain. God is calling us to obey his commands. We have 
broken God’s commandments in the way we are treating the earth, 
and so climate change is now impacting us. We have broken God’s 
laws by not treating water as a sacred gift and we have wasted and 
polluted it. So we prayed for ourselves – that we would learn to treas-
ure water and to inspire others to be water keepers. We prayed for the 
city – that everyone, from politicians to scientists to teachers to small 
children would take the actions they need to so that we can avoid run-
ning out of water.  And we prayed that God would bless us with rain ...
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