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The past 25 years has been a period of remarkable 
change in South Africa which has transformed every 
part of the rainbow country. Jonathan Langenhoven has 
been among those shaping that change, from his work 
from a deprived parish whose choir toured Britain to his 
role in the music at St George’s Cathedral. 

Jonathan Langenhoven’s musical gifts were noticed in 
his early childhood. His father Harold Langenhoven 
worked at Glenlily Primary School in Parow, prior the 
enforcement of  the Group Areas Act which segregat-
ed education in the area. Roy Benjamin, a teacher at 
the school, visited the Langenhoven home often and 
felt that Jonathan was  developing aural and retentive 
memory skills of music pieces. As a child, Jonathan 
could sing all the parts of the vocal score of Bach’s Air 
on G-string from memory. 

His church music journey began in 1967 when he 
joined the choir of St Nicholas in Elsies River at age 10.
The choir was directed by the Revd John Hillman and 
his wife Pat. Mrs. Hillman later took over the direction 
of the choir and made the trebles work extremely hard 
at achieving a cathedral-quality sound. Alongside Jona-
than were the following choristers - Havelyn Petersen, 
Denzil Abrahams, Melvin Abrahams, John Frans to 
name a few. Each year the choristers attended a sum-
mer school arranged by the Royal School of Church 
Music (RSCM) at different venues in the country. He 
took over the choir as choir master in 1977. He man-
aged to build membership to about 30 young choristers 
from the neighbourhood of Elsies River. He found these 

young people to be extremely musically gifted, given 
that they had no prior training and had to learn music 
by purely listening. “I salute them for their enthusiasm 
and love of church music... They were a group of sing-
ers I was extremely proud of, and I feel blessed that I 
could  be a vehicle to their development in a marginal-
ized community,” says Jonathan. 

In 1981 he joined the St George’s Cathedral choir and 
sang under the direction of Dr. Barry Smith who was 
then the Master of Choristers at the cathedral. Mean-
while, in 1986 in Elsies River, the St Nicholas parish 
choir were caught in riots during rehearsals. “We were 
on a few occasions teargassed by the South African 
Police who threw canisters into the church,” he says. 
Their rehearsals were deemed illegal gatherings, espe-
cially given the political activity around the Parish of St. 
Nicholas. In spite of this, the choir continued gathering 
for rehearsals. In 1995 he joined the St George’s Sing-
ers under the direction of Dr. Barry Smith. St Nicholas 
parish choir became the relief choir for the evensong 
choir during the school holidays while the cathedral 
choirs went on holiday. The choir also sang for most 
of the ordinations in the cathedral during that period. 

In 1996 ,Barry Smith decided that the St. George’s 
Singers would go to the United Kingdom to sing in the 
Three Choirs Festival at Worcester Cathedral. After he 
returned from that trip to the UK, he set out to make a 
recording of the St Nicholas parish choir at Bishops’ Di-
ocesan College’s chapel in Rondebosch. continues on page 7   
                                             Photos: Desire’ Martin                  
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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
When we received news of Father Rowan’s sudden 
passing I remember the feeling of disbelief. He embodied 
grace and love. I met him more than twenty five years 
ago when I became a parishioner at St George’s 
Cathedral. He indirectly became my spiritual champion. 
He played a pivotal role in my journey of confirmation 
and at the baptism of my children. 

Father Rowan was good at affirming, he sent me monthly 
emails thanking me for my ministry and encouraging me 
to continue as I am. He never criticised or gave a 
negative comment. He did this without fail up until a few 
months ago.

Being in Father Rowan’s presence was an encounter: in 
conversation, when he preached or simply seeing him 
from a distance. He made one feel safe knowing he was 
there. He will be sorely missed - a spiritual father to 
many and a friend to all.  “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.”

Love and Light, Rebecca
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Philippians 4:13 “In Christ, I am strong enough to do whatever God calls me to do.”
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EVENTS AND NOTICES
FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Fun Run/ Walk: St Michael’s Child and Youth 
Care Centre will be hosting a 67 minute fun-
draiser on 18th July 2018. We are inviting in-
dividuals, companies, schools, pensioner to be 
part of the fun by participating or taking a spon-
sor sheet for the young women at the centre. For 
more information contact admin@stmikesct.
org.za or call 021 797 4186 or 082 503 6798. 
Entries close on 15th July 2018.

Christmas in July: The Greyladies Association  
presents the Vocal Unity choir accompanied by 
Jeremy Quickfall. This takes place on Sunday 
29th July 2018 at 15h00, Christ Church Con-
stantia, cnr Parish and Main roads. Tickets are 
R50, call 021 671 0820 for more information. 
Refreshments will be on sale. 

Bingo Afternoon: St John’s Crawford will be 
hosting the above on Saturday 4th August 2018 
- 13h30 for 14h00. Bring along friends and 
family, lots of prizes to be won. Booklets at a 
cost of R50 will be on sale for refreshments. For 
more information contact June Barnes at 072 
690 1322 or Belinda Fortune 083 346 2119.

Weekend away to Langebaan: St Paul’s Ron-
debosch invites you to join them on a weekend 
away from Friday 10th - Sunday 12th August 
2018. The total cost per person will be R1800 
and includes accommodation at Windtown Ho-
tel, meals and transportation. For more informa-
tion contact Zerrick Bailey at 066 145 6799.

The Greyladies need volunteers to join as com-
mittee members: The Greyladies wish to invite 
3 women to join their association as committee 
members. They are a small committee and need 
assistance to arrange a few fundraising events. 
Kindly consider the invitation to join the 
Greyladies. For more information contact 
Barbara Fogarty at  021 671 0820 or 
greyladies@telkomsa.net
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Colossians 3:1“In Christ, I am raised to new life, setting my eyes on the realities of heaven.”

Dear friends
Winter is decidedly 
upon us and as I pen 
this mid-year column 
the much needed rain 
is bucketing down out-

side, gladdening the hearts of most Cape-
tonians and slowly raising the levels of our 
nearly depleted dams and reservoirs! This 
however is no reason for sighs of relief and 
for relaxing the water saving and conserva-
tion efforts many of us have employed over 
recent months, whether willingly or other-
wise. Instead, especially as members of the 
faith community who have regularly offered 
concerted prayers for rain, let us firstly not 
forget to give thanks to God for answering our 
petitions for the precious gift of rain. For not 
only do we need much more, it is also so 
easy to take God’s faithfulness for granted by 
neglecting to offer the prayer of thanksgiving 
as readily as we are to petition the Lord in 
times of need. Instead let us “Give thanks to 
the Lord for he is gracious, for God’s mercy 
endures forever”. Secondly, let us not be-
come weary and slacken our focussed efforts 
to save and use water sparingly. I reiterate 
my appeal at our Water Justice Conference 
in February that we all as responsible stew-
ards continue to embrace these water saving 
measures as a permanent and ongoing prac-
tise and way of life into the future. 

INTER-FAITH & COMMUNITY SUPPORT: 
We extend our heartfelt condolences and 
prayerful support to our brothers and sisters 
of the Muslim community in the wake of the 
recent horrific, violent and fatal attacks on 
worshippers at mosques, especially during 
the holy month of Ramadaan. There can be 
no justification for such senseless and inhu-
mane acts being perpetrated against fellow 
human beings, least of all while in sacred 
places of worship. We  join in condemning 
such shocking attacks on innocent people 

especially while they are at prayer. Peace be 
upon all those affected, particularly the fami-
lies of those killed and injured.

We similarly remember those communities 
countrywide that have of late been affected 
by violent protests around service delivery 
and land issues, as too the ongoing gang vio-
lence locally that has regularly claimed the 
lives of innocent bystanders, including young 
children. The frequency of such incidents and 
loss of life holds the real risk of such occur-
rences being overlooked as a “normal” part of 
daily life in certain communities. We have to 
reject such inclinations and do whatever we 
can, whilst praying earnestly for an end to all 
such violence.

IN MEMORIAM: As a diocese we continue to 
give thanks to God for the life, ministry and 
witness of our former Dean, Canon Rowan 
Smith, who recently died rather suddenly. 
Rowan’s faithful example of priestly dedica-
tion, zeal for the Lord, disciplined prayerful-

ness and courageous yet humble vulnerabil-
ity as a wounded healer, has left indelible 
marks on many of our lives for which he will 
always be remembered. May this faithful son 
and servant of God rest in peace and rise in 
glory with all the saints. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our Diocesan Ad-
ministrator, Ms CHARLEEN VAN ROOYEN 
on her appointment by the Archbishop, in 
consultation with the Synod of Bishops, as 
an Honorary Provincial Lay Canon of the An-
glican Church of Southern Africa. This hon-
our will be conferred on her at the September 
Provincial Standing Committee this year in 
recognition of her dedication and commit-
ment as the first female Diocesan Adminis-
trator in the Diocese of Cape Town as well as 
for her valuable contribution as a member of 
various Provincial bodies in ACSA. We con-
gratulate Charleen and take this opportunity 
to publicly thank her for serving our diocesan 
family, and the wider church with so much 
commitment and diligence.  

DIOCESAN CHAPTER APPOINTMENTS: 
The Revd Alex Ernest was recently licensed 
as the new Archdeacon of Athlone, while The 
Revd Jerome Francis has been appointed as 
a Diocesan clerical Canon by the Archbishop 
to fill the vacancy that resulted following The 
Ven. Cheryl Bird’s appointment as Archdea-
con of Ibongolethu. We congratulate them 
both and assure them of our prayers and 
support.

Do remember that I will be away at the “Bish-
ops in Dialogue” Consultation and a week’s 
leave in Canada from 15 July until I return to 
the office on 2 August.
Every blessing
          

Grace and Peace  
+Garth Counsell 

From the Bishop’s Desk

The Revd Michael Bester’s ordination 
to the priesthood (non stipendiary) took 
place at St Paul’s Cape Town on 27th 

May 2018. 

Father Michael serves as assistant priest 
at St Paul’s. 
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Ephesians 1:4 “In Christ, I am holy, pure in God’s sight, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.”

Remembering an icon - in memory of the late Revd 
Canon Rowan Smith

I have in my possession, a copy of a letter 
dated 3rd October 1974, which I wrote to 
the then Archbishop of Cape Town, in sup-
port of the application of a young priest for 
the position of Youth Director for the Diocese 
of Cape Town (a position which do not as 
yet exist). 

When re-reading my copy of that letter, I’m 
amazed at all the wonderful things I said 
about him on that occasion. But I must in 
all honesty say that if I had been writing that 
letter at any other time I think I would have 
found myself saying basically the same sort 
of things. I say so because Rowan remained 
forever the same wonderfully, loving, caring, 
supportive, non-judgemental, humble and 
uniquely spiritual human being that I first got 
to know more than fifty years ago. 

I met Rowan for the first time in 1967, he 
had just returned from ’Kings’ and had been 
ordained a deacon and was serving his title 
in the parish of Matroosfontein under Father 
John Hillman. 

Our friendship grew out of our common de-
sire for some kind of youth ministry within 
the diocese. We were joined by a number 
of like-minded young people and it was this 
group which formed the nucleus of the first 
Diocesan Youth Council with Rowan as its 
leader. Rowan was not appointed Youth Di-
rector because in spite of the Archbishops 
support, ‘the powers that be’ considered it 
the waste of a good priest. 

Rowan went from Matroosfontein to the 
Church of the Resurrection, Bonteheuwel to 
work under Father Charles Simons but with 
Charles Simon’s sudden and untimely death, 
Rowan was now asked to go to All Saints 
Plumstead to work under Father Roy File.

While at Plumstead, Rowan was asked to 
minister in Grassy Park which was still under 
the parish of Plumstead, but when Grassy 
Park opted for independence and was de-
clared a parochial district, Rowan was ap-
pointed the Priest-in-charge. 

In time it became the parish of Good Shep-
herd and Rowan was instituted its first rector. 
Rowan was now able to implement his own 
style of ministry which was both inclusive 
and empowering. 

In 1977, or possibly even earlier, Rowan 
began to consider the possibility of life in a 
religious community, and so he applied to 
the Community of the Resurrection and was 

accepted. He now resigned from Grassy Park 
on 15th May 1977, he left South Africa and 
entered the Novitiate of C.R at the Mother 
House, Mirfield in the north of England. Af-
ter a short period at Mirfield, the community 
sent Rowan to the communities house at Ro-
settenville in Johannesburg and it was there 
that he remained for the next few years. 

On 4th October 1980, he took his final 
vows as a full member of the order, and he 
was also appointed chaplain to St Martin’s 
School. Rowan was subsequently recalled 
to the Mother House in Mirfield. Although 
members live in close proximity to one an-
other, close relationships in the community 
are not encouraged and I think Rowan be-
gan to experience a deep senses of loneliness 
and I think he also missed his family. After 
10 years in the community, he applied to for 
leave of absence and returned home. The ten 
years spent in the disciplined confines of a re-
ligious community sharpened and fine-tuned 
his unique brand of spirituality and that was 
something that he never lost. 

His first job on returning home was that of 
Chaplain to the University of Cape Town and 
although it was very challenging, due to the 
political climate, I think Rowan enjoyed his 
time at Cambria. Rowan’s next move was to 
Bishopscourt as chaplain to Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu. 

Rowan told me that on one occasion, the 
Archbishop was showing a visitor over Bish-
opscourt, and introducing the staff, when 
Rowan’s turn came the Archbishop said, ‘My 

Chaplain’. The visitor asked what exactly 
does he do? The Archbishop replied, “He 
sees to it that I say my prayers.” This was 
at a very crucial period in the history of our 
country and the Archbishop was being called 
upon to play a pivotal role and the demands 
upon him must have been quite extraordi-
nary. I’m sure having Rowan with his prayful-
ness, close at hand, must have been a source 
of comfort to the Archbishop. 

Rowan was now propelled into the position 
of Provincial Executive Officer (PEO) for the 
Church of the Province. All the positions 
Rowan held since returning home, although 
having elements of pastorally, were mostly 
administrative and Rowan longed to get back 
to a pastoral / parish situation. So when Dean 
Colin Jones invited him to join the cathedral 
staff and head its pastoral ministry, Rowan 
jumped at the change. No sooner had he ar-
rived at the cathedral when Dean Colin re-
signed. 

Archbishop Desmond now approaching his 
retirement decided not to appoint a new 
Dean but rather to allow his successor to do 
so, and so it was that soon after his enthrone-
ment, Archbishop Ndungane appointed Row-
an the new Dean. His installation on 13th 
October 1996 was a very joyous occasion. 
Rowan’s first few years as Dean was not al-
ways easy but his resilience, unshakable be-
lief in his vocation, unique spirituality and the 
support of his family and friends was able to 
sustain him. 

Something Rowan set out to do was to build 
on what both his two immediate predeces-
sors, Dean Ted King and Colin Jones had 
done and that was to make the cathedral not 
only a place of beautiful services, magnificent 
music and stunning flower arrangements but 
also a refuge for the sad, hungry, the dis-
posed and those in need of hope and en-
couragement for their battered lives. This not 
only did Rowan achieve but he also added a 
new dimension. He declared the cathedral a 
safe place for both young and old who were 
being demonised, victimised and abused by 
their families, society and even the church 
because of their sexual orientation. He did 
this at great cost to himself.

I was present in the cathedral on a Sunday 
afternoon in October 1998 when Rowan 
delivered a very challenging  address which 
one of the daily newspapers chose to report 
on by placing it on the front page, under a 
euphemistic headline, ‘Dean outs himself in 
cathedral sermon’.     continues on page 5
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Romans 8:37“In Christ, I am more than a conqueror.”

The Revd Canon 
Cheryl Bird and the 
Revd Alexander 
Ernest were licensed 
as Archdeacons at 
Chapter on 31st May 
2018 by Bishop Garth 
Counsell. 

The Ven Cheryl Bird 
as Archdeacon of 
Ibongulethu and the 
Ven Alexander as 
acting Archdeacon of 
Athlone.

Photos: The Revd 
Canon Mark Andrews

In memory of the late Revd Canon Rowan Smith from page 4: 
So what was that all about? It was about 2 minutes of a 30 minute 
address in which Rowan expressed his deep pain and sadness by 
the way gay, lesbian and transgendered people were sidelined and 
ridiculed, spoken about, but never spoken to.  

He said, “they are someones sons, someones daughter, someones 
sister, someones brother. He then said, “by the way, I am one of 
those people.” And it was that one sentence that the reporter chose 
to take out of context and splash across the pages of his newspa-
per. 

I don’t think Rowan ever sought the role of an icon but he became 
one because of his courage, his integrity and his desire to be open 
and honest about who and what he was. 

As the debate in both society and the church began to gain mo-
mentum, Rowan was often asked for his opinion and even for an-
swers to some of the vexing questions. But all he ever did was to 
point to God, manifested in Jesus Christ as the answer. 

As time passed things settled down and I think I can say without 
any contradiction that when Rowan retired, he left the cathedral a 
much loved, a much respected and a much admired priest, pastor 
and friend to the majority of the people in this place. 

One of God’s greatest gifts to Rowan and one of his richest bless-
ings was his large and close-knit family. They were so supportive 
of him and they were his shelter from the storms. His sister Debbie 
acted as his housekeeper when he was Dean and on his retire-
ment offered him a home. This was the most generous, kind and 
supportive sibling one could ever hope to have. The last few years 
had not been easy for Rowan as he battled with bouts of ill health. 
His fall in the cathedral on Good Friday was a major setback and I 
think contributed to his sudden and untimely death. 

His departure has left us all stunned and deeply saddened. I want 
to say to his family on your behalf, we share in your pain and your 
loss. 

- John Ramsdale
2 June 2018 (Photos: Good Hope archives) Energy saving wonder bags

Fikelela are selling wonder bags for R250 made by their skills 
group who meet every Thursday at St Peter’s Mowbray. These 

wonder bags guarentee a saving on electricity and are a 
wonderful gift. It comes with a recipe book. 

For orders contact Natasha Pakoe on 021 469 3775  or 
email: fikelela@ctdiocese.org.za
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Isaiah 43:2 “In Christ, I am assured of God’s presence in any and all situations.”

This month we cel-
ebrate the 100th an-
niversary of Madiba’s 
birth. As Christians, 
we know that our God 

in Jesus Christ, is the God of the living and 
the dead. In that spirit, we give thanks for 
Madiba’s life. During his last years, I had the 
opportunity to touch and feel his spirituality 
when I ministered to him. His faith was com-
plex, but believing as he did that “religion is 
in our blood” as South Africans, he of all our 
presidents ensured that the voice of faith – 
not only of Christians – was heard in public 
life.

I am sad when I see young people attack-
ing Madiba’s legacy and claiming he “sold us 
out” by not building us the Promised Land in 
his lifetime. We ought not to take the events 
of history and look at them through the lens 
of today’s eyes; when we do, we are bound 
to be insensitive to the realities that our fore-
bears faced and to pass naïve and shallow 
judgements on their achievements.

We need to remember that 30 years ago, 
as Madiba entered discussions ahead of 
his release, then began negotiations with 
apartheid leaders, our country was at war. 
Historians describe it as a low-intensity civil 
war but for us and those communities who 
saw thousands of men, women and children 
killed it was most definitely a high-intensity 
war. And if you want to end a war you don’t 
do it through more war – especially when 
your forces, in this case MK and APLA, have 
no prospect of military victory any time soon.

Madiba and his fellow leaders had to make 
compromises to end the war, and yes, we are 
feeling the impact of those compromises to-
day. But they had to be made for the sake of 
peace and for the luxury of being alive to look 
back and criticize them. 

As it was, our fathers and mothers, our 
grandfathers and grandmothers, made huge 
sacrifices for our liberation for most if not 
all of their lives. If you question what they 
achieved, then look at Syria today, where 
more than a quarter of a million people have 
been killed, more than six million have been 
forced to flee the country and another six mil-
lion have been driven from their homes and 
displaced within the country. Or look at South 
Sudan, where the Anglican Church is a strong 
force. There, Salva Kiir and Riek Machar, 
who once served as president and vice-pres-
ident together, fell out two years after they 
achieved their independence. Five years later 
they are still at war and successive rounds of 
peace talks have been abortive. There’s no 
spirit of compromise, and what’s happening 
as a result? There’s no movement and people 
continue dying.

Would we have time, or even be alive, to criti-
cize the compromises of Madiba’s generation 
if they had not made them? Rather than look 
backwards at what we cannot change, let us 
rather look forward. Our forebears brought us 
into the Promised Land: it is up to us now to 
build it. We need to focus on the challenges 
of today, raise them to a higher level and re-
negotiate how we move our country forward 
to deal with the horrendous inequality we still 
suffer. We need to end inequality of opportu-
nity. We need to put justice at the heart of 
what we seek to achieve, and be sacrificial in 
redistributing that which God has given to all 
South Africans to benefit the poorest of the 
poor – who seem to be ignored in the current 
debates. Above all, we need to become cou-
rageous like Madiba, wise like Madiba, and 
take the debates and decisions over the struc-
turing of the economy and the distribution of 
land to a higher level and ensure apt policy to 
achieve these.

As we celebrate Madiba’s life, let’s also cel-
ebrate the long lives of those in our own Dio-

cese who have lived to the age of 90 and 
beyond; let’s congratulate them, wish them 
well and show them that we love and care 
for them too. Let’s also join others in ser-
vice of our communities, and especially the 
poorest of the poor, on Nelson Mandela Day, 
Wednesday July 18. As the Letter of James 
said, faith without works is dead. So I urge 
you in Madiba’s memory to commit yourself 
to voluntary service of some sort – you can 
find details on this page of the Mandela foun-
dation’s website: https://www.mandeladay.
com/pages/what-can-i-do

Thank God for the recent rain, pray that it 
may be sustained, and please continue to 
limit your usage to 50 litres a day each.

God bless you.
+ Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

Anglican Board of Education Western Cape
At  the ABE meeting held on 15th May 2018,  
the committee bade farewell to the Revd Karl 
Groepe and his wife Joan, who are both on 
retirement from their respective vocations. 
Father Groepe was a founding member of the 
original ABE and carried on as member of 
our Western Cape committee as the diocesan 
representative for the Diocese of Cape Town. 
His commitment to the provisioning of quality 
education in schools of the disadvantaged led 
to his inspirational and pastoral leadership 

at, and support for, St Paul’s Primary School 
in the Bo-Kaap.  He contributed much to the 
infra-structure improvement at the school and 
supported its link with Bishops Prep School.

Father Groepe is succeeded by the Revd Ree-
va Mulder (Rector of St Paul’s Rondebosch) 
and Mr Brian Isaacs former principal of South 
Peninsula High School as an additional rep-
resentative of the Diocese of Cape Town. The 
remaining members of the committee are: 

Mr Robert Ferrandi (Chairperson), Mr Walter 
Mercuur (Director ABE: WC), the Revd Leticia 
Villet (False Bay), Ordinand Catherine Lan-
genhoven (Saldanha Bay) the Revd Mcebisi 
Pinyana (Archbishop’s representative) and 
Ms Tanya Ronne. 

- Walter Mercuur
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Ephesians 2:6“In Christ, I am raised up and sitting in heaven.”

As we described in a recent article (April 2018) about organist Colleen Hart at 
Good Shepherd- Protea near Kirstenbosch, this chapelry of St Saviour’s, Clare-
mont, has set high standards of musical excellence. These are further enhanced 
by the contribution made by John Gardener, former Bishops schoolboy and Rho-
des Scholar,  Latin and English school teacher first at Wynberg Boys’ High, princi-
pal of both Kingswood, Grahamstown, and Bishops in Rondebosch, and, for many 
years, author of nearly 50 hymns, several of which are regularly sung by the Good 
Shepherd congregation.  

“In the 1950s and 1960s I was the Sunday School superintendent at Rosebank 
Methodist Church in Cape Town,” John explains. “I wrote the scripts of the chil-
dren’s presentations for the annual anniversary services and for a number of them 
I wrote a hymn which fitted the words of the presentation. Subsequently I have 
written a number of others, usually for special occasions such as the 1963 Alan 
Walker Mission, the Kingswood College hymn in 1993 and the Rosebank 150th 
anniversary in 1995. I have written far more frequently since coming to Good 
Shepherd-Protea in 2007, a number by request for special occasions. Whether it 
was the best or not, almost certainly the hymn Christ Enough (Who will save our 
land and people) that I wrote for the Alan Walker mission in 1963 has been the 
most widely used by a number of denominations,” John points out. The Revd Dr 
Alan Walker of Sydney, Australia (later Sir Alan), was the initiator of the Lifeline 
movement. South Africa was deeply in trouble in those days after Sharpeville, and 
the future of our land and people seemed bleak and inevitably tragic. This hymn 
was first published in Christian Impact, the Methodist newspaper for the mission 
edited by Peter Storey, later Bishop of Johannesburg, with the assistance of Tony 
Heard, later editor of the Cape Times newspaper, and John himself, who has 
helped edit many different publications during his career and in retirement. The 
theme of the hymn, as well as its title, Christ Enough, owes much to Dr Walker’s 
book of the time, titled Christ Is Enough. The hymn was used at Archbishop 
Desmond’s installation as Archbishop and again at the installation of Archbishop 
Thabo Makgoba. Nkosi Yam, the tune to which the hymn is set, was – and re-
mains – popular in many Xhosa congregations. When John wrote the hymn it was 
being used as the tune for Love divine, all loves excelling, and he wrote the words 
deliberately to fit the special African background of the music.
 
“Sue and I came to Cape Town at the end of 2006,” tells John, whose first wife, 
Beryl, a renowned teacher at Rustenburg, Wynberg, St Cyprian’s and Micklefield 
in Rondebosch, died in January 2000. In Johannesburg we had been members of 
St Francis, Parkview, and coming here we sought a church. We were immediately 
taken by Good Shepherd-Protea, the congregation and a number of old friends 
there.  The nature of the congregation was similarly varied as St Francis had been 
and Paula McKenzie, the priest at the time, was warm in welcoming us, not least 
on our return a week later when she greeted us by name!” Many of John’s hymns 
were written with some special event in mind, including one for his wedding to 
Sue in 2003 and one for the re-opening of the refurbished Good Shepherd Church 
in 2010. - Alan Ramsay

John Gardener (right) with his good friend and fellow hymn writer, Harry Wiggett.  

Meet the author of 50 hymns Choirmaster nominated for award from page 1
The intention for this was to raise funds for a parish 
choir tour to the UK. Grant Brasler and Susan Langen-
hoven were the accompanists for the recording. “I am 
very grateful to Garmon Ashby who so readily availed 
the chapel to us for the recording,” says Jonathan.The 
parish choir tour materialized in 1997. “This was a very 
proud moment for us all from Elsies River, after battling 
to raise funds.” They sang in various cathedrals and par-
ish churches across England. In 1997, South Africa be-
gan using a brand new national anthem, which included 
four languages. “We sang the anthem at St Swithian’s 
Hithergreen in London. This was a defining moment for 
all of us as we were the first choir of colour from South 
Africa to sing in the U.K. after the inauguration of our 
democracy in 1994,” he says. 

In 1999 Jonathan left the parish of St. Nicholas to join 
the St. George’s Cathedral Choir. On arrival Barry Smith 
told him that he would not be singing but conducting. 
He shared the conducting duties of the morning choir 
with him. He soon started conducting the evensong 
choir as well when Barry was not available. In 2007 
Jonathan left the cathedral and took up a choirmaster 
position at Church of the Ascension, Vredehoek. “It is 
a beautiful small church with beautiful acoustics and a 
warm-hearted congregation,” says Jonathan. In 2011 
Dean Michael Weeder extended an invitation to him to 
return to the cathedral. He accepted the invitation and 
once again took over conducting the cathedral morning 
choir - an amazing group of singers. The Dean asked 
him to assist with an inclusive music programme for the 
cathedral. The idea was to diversify the musical offering 
at the cathedral to include music from different tradi-
tions. Jonathan invited choirs from townships such as 
Nyanga, Gugulethu and Langa to sing at the morning 
mass. The choirs sang in Xhosa and filled the cathedral 
with beautiful harmonies, not often heard in this space. 
The morning choir also learned to move to the rhythm 
of their singing. 

In 2016, while still at the cathedral, the Western Cape 
department of Education asked Jonathan if he could ar-
range a day festival of music for learners from the town-
ships of Hanover Park, Bridgetown, Manenberg and Gu-
gulethu. Dean Michael agreed and he proceeded. The 
young ones expressed that this was an unforgettable 
experience since it opened up the opportunity for them 
to enjoy the cathedral space and its significant features. 
Jonathan directed the music for the day with the support 
of the 09h30 cathedral choir and Grant Brasler at the 
organ. 

“I must acknowledge 
that all that I am mu-
sically today, is due to 
Barry Smith’s belief 
and trust in me. He 
helped mould my mu-
sical ability for which I 
am grateful. A special 
thanks to Dean Mi-
chael Weeder for his 
unswerving support. 
Thanks also to my wife 
Susan, all the choris-
ters, at the cathedral 
and elsewhere, and to 
music director Grant 
Brasler and many oth-
ers who supported me.
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za
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2 Peter 3:18 “In Christ, I am growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.”

Leliebloem House raises awareness during 
child protection week

In the celebratory year of our 150th anniversary, 
the Leliebloem staff and children demonstrated their 
feelings about the horrific statistics of child abuse; 
raised awareness for vulnerable children in need of 
safety, care and protection. Our staff and children 
made posters and then took to the streets to stand 
up for children around the world who are faced with 
abuse on all levels of their being. It is clear that the 
staff are passionate about their jobs as we continue 
to be advocates an a light house of hope for the vul-
nerable in our care. 

Leliebloem says No to abuse.

DIOCESAN HEALTH CARE FUND 
AGM

Notice is hereby given that the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of the Diocesan Health Care Fund 

will be held at St Stephen’s Parish, Pinelands, 
on Thursday 16 August 2018 at 10h00.

Members will receive the Fund’s AGM Notice 
and Annual Report in the post.  

We look forward to your attendance at the 
Fund’s AGM.
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