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Good Friday 
2 April 2021 at 12 noon 

Devotion: The Seven Last Words 

Silent Entrance 
Please stand as the procession enters; 

When the clergy kneel, all kneel in silence 

Prologue 

Introit 67 When I survey the wondrous Cross Please remain kneeling 

1 

When I survey the wondrous Cross 

on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

2 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the Cross of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

3 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingling down; 

did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

The Dean  

Let us pray. 

Please remain kneeling 

Blessed Saviour, at this hour you hung on the cross, stretching out your arms: 

Grant that all peoples of the earth may look to you and be saved; for your tender 

mercy’s sake. 

Amen.  
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I. First Word 

Father, forgive them 

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Holy Jesus, you prayed for the forgiveness of those who drove nails into 

your hands and feet: help us to forgive as you forgave.  

Amen.  

 

Luke 23:32-34 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Jesus.  

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 

the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  

And they cast lots to divide his clothing.  

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

Meditation                              Father, forgive them  

Silence 

Musical Reflection   There is a Balm in Gilead   

There is a balm in Gilead 

To make the wounded whole 

There is a balm in Gilead 

To heal the sin-sick soul 

Sometimes I feel discouraged 

And think my work’s in vain 

But then the Holy Spirit 

Revives my soul again 

There is a balm in Gilead… 
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If you can preach like Peter 

If you can preach like Paul 

Go home and tell your neighbour 

“He died to save us all.” 

There is a balm in Gilead 

To make the wounded whole 

There is a balm in Gilead 

To heal the wounded soul 

 

Prayers                                                                              Please kneel or sit  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, you have reconciled us to yourself on the cross of your Son and 

have committed to us the ministry of reconciliation: in our world torn apart by 

violence and war, prejudice and discrimination, grant that we who bear witness to 

your reconciling word with our lips may also demonstrate your reconciling power 

in our lives; for your tender mercy’s sake. Amen. 

 

Litany  Please remain kneeling 

Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example : 

He committed no sin,  

no guile was found on his lips. 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree : 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds we have been healed,  

for we were straying like sheep : 

but now we have returned  

to the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls. 

Silence 
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II. Second Word 

With me in paradise today 

Please remain kneeling 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, you promised paradise to a penitent thief: give us the grace to 

know the extent of your love and forgiveness, that we may repent of our sins 

and live in the hope of the new life you offer here and now; hear our prayer 

for the sake of your extravagant love. Amen.  

 

Luke 23:39-43          Please sit 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 

not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 

not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed 

have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 

this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.” 

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

Please remain seated 

Meditation          Today you will be with me in paradise               

Silence 

Musical Reflection   Erbarme dich – J.S. Bach  

Erbarme dich, mein Gott, 

Um meiner Zähren Willen! 

Schaue hier, Herz und Auge 

Weint vor dir bitterlich. 

Erbarme dich, erbarme dich! 

Have mercy, my God, 

for the sake of my tears! 

Look here, heart and eyes 

weep bitterly before you. 

Have mercy, have mercy! 
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Prayers                                Please kneel or sit 

 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the 

cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So 

clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 

who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honour of your 

name. Amen. 

Litany       Please remain kneeling 

We glory in your cross, O Lord : 

We praise and glorify your holy resurrection. 

For by virtue of your cross : 

joy has come to the whole world. 

Let your ways be known upon earth, O Lord : 

your saving health among all nations. 

Silence 

 

 

III. Third Word 

Woman, behold your son... 

                                                                  Please remain kneeling 

          The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate Lord, even as you suffered you cared for your mother.  

Help us to be less mindful of our own burdens and to dedicate ourselves to 

the care and relief of others. Amen.                  

 

Please be seated 
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John 19:26-27 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, 

he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.”  

Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”  And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home.  

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

Please remain seated 

Meditation                           Woman, behold your son                                             

Silence 

Musical Reflection           Liza Lis’idinga Trio from Rewind Cantata –Philip Miller 

Prayers                                                                           Please kneel or sit 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O Son of God, by the anguish of your passion you brought to birth the universal 

family of all of the children of God: grant us grace as members of that redeemed 

family to recognize our mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers in those who 

share life’s path with us; for your tender mercy’s sake. Amen. 

Litany  Please remain kneeling 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you : 

because by your holy cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him : 

if we endure with Christ,  

we shall also reign with him. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you : 

because by your holy cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

Silence 
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IV. Fourth Word 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Please remain kneeling 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Long-suffering Lord, you bore the terror of hell so that we may have the joy 

of heaven: enable us by your grace to find in your sacrifice the power of a 

living hope that shines in the midst of the world’s dark despair.  Hear our 

prayer for the sake of your enduring love. 

Amen.  
 

Please be seated 

Mark 15:34-35 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” 

which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”   

When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

Please remain seated 

Meditation         My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?     

Silence 

Musical Reflection     He was despised – G.F. Handel from Messiah 

 

He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows  

and acquainted with grief.    (Isaiah 53:3) 

 

Prayers                                                                                Please kneel or sit 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Let us pray. 

O God, your love never fails us and nothing can separate us from you: we confess 

the darkness of our sin that nailed you to the cross; let the strength of your Son’s 

obedience be a beacon of hope; for your mercy’s sake. Amen. 

y of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 

 

Litany Please remain kneeling 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One : 

have mercy upon us. 

By your agony and sweat of blood : 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

By your cross and passion : 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

By your precious death and burial : 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One : 

have mercy upon us. 

Silence 

 

 

V. Fifth Word 

I thirst 

Please remain kneeling 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Lord, on our behalf you thirsted on the cross, help us to long after you and 

your righteousness, that we may know the fulfilment of our heart’s desire, 

for the sake of your love. 

Amen.  

 

Please be seated 
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John 19:28-29 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the 

scripture), “I am thirsty.” 

A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on 

a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.  

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

Meditation                                         I thirst ’ 

Silence 

Hymn       My song is love unknown   Please stand 

 

1 

My song is love unknown, 

my Saviour’s love to me, 

love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, 

that for my sake 

my Lord should take 

frail flesh, and die? 

2 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow; 

but men made strange, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend, 

my Friend indeed, 

who at my need 

his life did spend! 

 

3 

Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then ‘Crucify!’ 

is all their breath, 

and for his death 

they thirst and cry. 

4 

Here might I stay and sing, 

No story so divine; 

Never was love, dear King! 

Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my Friend, 

in Whose sweet praise 

I all my days  

could gladly spend. 

 

Please be seated 
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Prayers 

Please kneel or sit 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O Saviour of the world, you shared our nature and our needs, so still the yearnings 

of our hearts for with you is the well of life and in your light we see light. Hear our 

prayer for the sake of your love. Amen. 

Litany  Please remain kneeling 

Christ suffered for us, leaving us an example : 

He committed no sin,  

no guile was found on his lips. 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree : 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds we have been healed,  

for we were straying like sheep : 

but now we have returned  

to the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls. 

 

Silence 

 
 

VI. Sixth Word 

It is finished 
Please remain kneeling 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Victorious Lord, give us the grace to receive the salvation you offer. Enable 

us to live out its consequences in our lives, trusting your triumph to 

empower our struggles.  Hear our prayer for the sake of your conquering 

love. Amen. 
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John 19:30 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.”  

Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God  

Meditation                                     It is finished   

Silence 

 

Musical Reflection     Adagio – Albinoni arr. Giazotto 

 

Prayers    
Please kneel or sit 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son was lifted high upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we, 

who glory in the mystery of our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross 

and follow him; for your tender mercy’s sake. Amen. 

Litany  Please remain kneeling 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you : 

because by your holy cross  

you have redeemed the world. 

If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him : 

if we endure with Christ,  

we shall also reign with him. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you : 

because by your holy cross  

you have redeemed the world. 
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VII. Seventh Word 

Father, into your hands I commend my spirit 

Please remain kneeling 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal Lord, your death on the cross has opened for us a new and living 

way into the heart of God: lead us by your grace to commit our lives into 

your hands, so that we may live boldly, love bravely, and come with joy 

through death to eternal life with all the saints in light.  Hear our prayer for 

the sake of your everlasting love. Amen. 

Luke 23:46                                                                                               Please be seated 

A Reading from the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,  

      “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”  

Having said this, he breathed his last. 

Silence follows the reading 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

Please remain seated 

Meditation           Father, into your hands I commend my spirit 

Silence 

Musical Reflection     

 

Prayers                                                                     Please kneel or sit 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
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O Lord Jesus Christ at the ninth hour of the day you commended your spirit to 

God the Father and by your death unlocked the gates of paradise for all who 

believe. Amen. 

Litany                                                                   Please remain kneeling 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you: 

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with him: 

If we endure with Christ,  

we shall also reign with him. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you: 

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Hymn  138 We sing the praise of him who died Please stand 

1 

We sing the praise of Him who died, 

of him who died upon the cross; 

the sinner's hope let all deride; 

for this we count the world but loss. 

2 

Inscribed upon the cross we see 

in shining letters, "God is love." 

he bears our sins upon the Tree; 

he brings us mercy from above. 

3 

The balm of life, the cure of woe, 

 the measure and the pledge of love, 

the sinner's refuge here below, 

the angels' theme in heaven above. 

Concluding Prayer                                                                        Please kneel or sit 

The Dean 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family,  

for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed,  

and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross. 

Look graciously upon us, O God. 

 

The ministers depart 

 

There is no conclusion to the liturgy of Good Friday. It is a portion of the Easter Triduum 

which begins on Maundy Thursday and continues through the end of the Easter Vigil. 

Leave when you are ready, and continue your contemplation of the Paschal Mystery 

wherever you are during the next 36 hours. 
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